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Here we have two collections of papers which deat 
with essentially identical themes, the role of the ex- 
tracellular matrix during development. The ap- 
pearance of two volumes of this type at the same 
time merely underlines the current popularity of 
this subject. There is not a great deal to choose be- 
tween them but, unless one has a specific research 
interest in the fieId, it is not worth purchasing 
both. 
The first, edited by Robert Trelstad, is a weH 
balanced selection of articles from a meeting held 
in the sun in Irvine, CA, in the summer of 1983. 
The 25 chapters take up 643 pages and cover a wide 
series of topics within the central theme. The 
chapters include extensive reference lists and, in 
general, are written as wide based reviews rather 
than specific research presentations. The volume is 
well illustrated and chapters cover the basic 
biochemistry and evolution of extracellular matrix 
components, as well as the involvement of these 
components in cdl migration, morphogenesis, cell 
differentiation and pattern formation. 
The second volume, edited by Kemp and 
Hinchliffe is shorter (480 pages) but contains more 
articles, 31 in all. It is the proceedings of a meeting 
held in Aberystwyth in September, 1983. Unfor- 
tunately the text is type-faced, oven ready for the 
publisher, but annoyingly indigestible for the 
reader. The articles are shorter and, in the main, 
are concerned with more detailed and therefore 
more restricted research presentations. As a 
reference work this volume wifl, therefore, have a 
shorter useful shelf-Life than the Trelstad collec- 
tion. The topics covered are much the same as 
before but more examples of ex~rimentalists us- 
ing the vertebrate limb as their favourite system, 
are included (8 of the 31 papers). 
Overall I would choose the first of the two 
books, because it represents more of a review and 
because it is better presented. Maybe it simply 
radiates Californian sun in summer, rather than 
the Welsh cloud in autumn. 
Nigel Hoider 
